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IN MISSIO™ #96

Small E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com for EAPA. In Twitter, follow my
newstweets from Nordic sf/fantasy/horror/fandom on @SFJournalen (and my private account
@ahrvid, but I've had less time to work with it). How about developing a vaccine against
typos? Thish is problaby infected by them... Just after Mercer's Day 31 April 2020.

CORONIALLY

Well. In thish I'll return to our not so welcome friend Corona, but not as a diary as in last issue. I'll just
collect a number of random observations, thoughts and speculations. It might be of interest to hear
this from a Swedish perspective, since Sweden through is outlier “lax” -not really, that's fishy! - virus
policies has caught the attention of the world. Through Google News you'll find thousands of reports
of how Sweden has rejected Total Lockdown, and Youtube has hundreds of newscasts about it.

There's been some lockdowns, eg lots of libraries have closed (probably because they tend to be
visited by the elderly), including the Royal Library in Stockholm. To compensate for it this library has
made it's huge collection of digitised newspapers available free and on-line for a limited period. That
has been a goldmine for an sf and fandom researcher like me, and | have spent days upon days
searching through the collection. Some of this will be presented in this Intermission, with translations
of interesting parts. Because it may be of historical interest I'll distribute thish a bit outside EAPA,
especially to Swedish fen for which the material should be of particular interest. (And | also want to
interest people in EAPA. Fandom's oldest Electronic APA needs fresh, new blood! To join just write
something mildly interesting and save it in your word processor as a PDF. Ask me for more details, or
contact OE garth.van.spencer@gmail.com. You find more sf history findings from the newspapers in
coming issues!)

Now, happy quarantine reading! And let's all hope that this nasty virus thingy goes away! It has
turned Earth into a science fiction world, but | prefer skiffy in the form of books. Preferably with happy
endings...

--Ahrvid Engholm
Ps. To Scandinavian readers, join writers list SKRIVA (skriva-request@freelists.org subj: subscribe)
with more news & findings from sf history! And our annual short story competition has just begun.

SKIFFY HISTORY THROUGH OLD NEWSCLIPS

One positive effect of the Corona epidemic is that the Royal Library in Stockholm (our national library,
like the British Library or the Library of Congress) decided to temporarily open their huge, digital
newspaper archive and make it available online! They have been forced to limit physical access due
to the corona bug - it's now only open for visitors by appointment - and have made a time limited deal
with the copyright organisation representing newspapers. The open archive is to make it easier for
researchers, academics, students etc and will last at least trough April (late news: through May also,
they say).

| have of course used it to research stuff about science fiction and fandom history! | have spent
countless hours doing different searches. Through some magic those old digitised newspapers are
searchable. The “magic” is probably some very good program for Optical Character Recognition
(OCR), supported by good Al training. The Royal Library digital newspaper archive covers Swedish
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newspapers from the 1600's (the earliest one came around 1645) and up to now. But it's an ongoing
project and not all newspapers are yet included, “only” some 900 titles and about 80 million pages...
All the biggest newspapers, those from Stockholm, Gothenburg and Scania are AFAIK included. Not
yet digitised are smaller, regional newspapers. Shaded markings you may notice are put there by the
system, for searched words and paragraphs. | will here begin to present some of the very interesting
stuff I have found, and I'll try to be somewhat chronological but also keep subjects together. Foreign
readers may find it interesting to learn how this strange thing called “science fiction” was perceived
here and how local fandom took its first steps.

When searching for things we have to remember that a) magazines and small, regional newspapers
aren't included (eg the word “fanzine” seems to have first hit a Swedish newspaper as late as 1970,
but it was used often in the sf magazine Hapna! from the 1950s and on), and b) even if the OCR
seems to have worked very well it may misread things. | for instance got a hit from 1893 on the
term”fanzine”, but when checking it of course turned out to be another word being misread. The
newspaper archive is at https://tidningar.kb.se/ if you know Swedish and want to have a try. Quotation
marks can be used to make a multi-word verbatim search, so eg “Walt Willis” will find only that and
not all Walt and all Willis. Press “datum” to get pages in date order.

Clips will be in Swedish, but I'll make summaries of interesting info, here and/or in the captions. |
won't translate the name of newspapers. It'd be of limited use to point out that eg “Dagens Nyheter”
means “Today's News”. I've tried to save the clips in a way that those knowing Swedish can read the
text, though resolution may sometimes be low. I'll also put important phrases in italics to make my
Biografagare i Jarbo emkommen descriptions easier to browse. | have this far saved ca 600 (!)

1927 genom drunkning. newspaper clips - mostly skiffy but also other stuff that interests me -
AN ‘M" vdr korrespondent.) but | can only present a small fraction of it here... There'll be more in

GAVLE, mfindag. En 4%irig bio- .
grafiigare Arvid ‘Enenolm | Jirbo, som NEXt issue!l
e homeny ™ Gniss B But before sf and fandom stuff, | a couple of family-related
e i o CebEE SRR S 8 hes-discoveries. My paternal grandfather was one Arvid Engholm
0f siidor, men den av vamolen stnder (different spelling) and he owned a travelling cinema called Svenska

friitta tsem hade brustit, och 'Fnehslm,
som dock var en god simmere, har tyd- Biograf-Kompaniet (“The Swedish Cinema Company”), which also

ligen dukat under dirigenom att han
o M e b L i sold cinema equipment. Unfortunately he died way back in 1927... |
|smi barn, found three small articles about it, two in national newspapers - he
must have been at least moderately known - and one in a regional one. Svenska Dagbladet wrote
May 10 that year that he had “been found drowned in Lake Holmsjén. On the way home from a forest
excursion he tried to cross the lake on skis, but the ice . — . -
withered by the spring sun gave way”. | also find eg adverts
from The Swedish Cinema Company, which seems to have

been quite active during the silent era. My grandfather's house

The Riddle of Plaat Blectriety Solvedl |, mcrr o 0 S ama.”

most favourably bought from The Swedish

A simple apparatus which applied elose to the [crems Company ama-

had lots of old movie posters, movie

m&g @f M&mtg or t&@iﬁ mm Souree %W@% program leaflets, a rusty projector, a

78 rpm record player and other film

@IM@% m Mg@ % EW@M &@ﬁ%@m P&t @@M@ related stuff in the attic. Surplus

copies of posters and stuff has been

(M @m Wiw MV@mﬁ@m) donated to the Swedish Film Institute

by us relatives.
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luring folks to invest in his
inventions, among them a
claimed spaceship!

Hedbe hette Lucia '9& G
- Sodersjulkhusets avd. 65, Pd
J. 0. pa alle hall och kanter.  Another inventor, but not

“Evy Hedberg was the name of the Lucia on swindler, is Otto Witt, often
Sédersjukhuset, dpt 65." My mother is the one claimed to have published
in the middle (unfortunately the printing is very tna world's “first sf
coarse). . ,

En ny populirvetenskap- magazine” with Hugin
T Toita Whe. winen|(1916-20). Witt is actually mentioned with
e e e e some respect in a few articles, as an inventor

Leckfial fargs, hor bAcist oigivaps . . . .
i b o pasattr ek 'Eusten full Of ideas and as a prolific writer. His
| aveedd sty j;éda ]krcliﬂ.r gm_'ﬁku i;rgh-

i irats watecakopligs i i “ i
ﬂmai:ﬁ Ep;gzlﬂu ‘:;;E‘.‘J’Sﬁ?;’; magazine is always called a “popular science
Hinte Teetnariint it 11es vanue meejMagazine”, and that's what it was in my
arfomka “undorbors tHek o . T
iy et saint sansee s neh fol Opinion - the fiction content was small. The

bildnlzgaintroescrado ha intygat utsi: o . .
rrere stena freiiteizzes 101 f-start of the magazine is mentioned in several
s el s s papers (see left), noting eg that many
scientists and academics reassure that Witt is

the right man to spread knowledge of “science of everyday life...to
get to know the wonderful discoveries of natural scientists”. Among
Witt's promoters in the announcements we have Nobel Prize
sL__lgmIIIII\IIIHIIIIH\ﬂmHJIIH\|\IIM\IIII\HIIIHI\I\\I\IM\I\IIIWIHHMH\HIIE\I\HW\IIE\I\IIIE\EIFI\I\I\H!IIH\III\IHIIHH\IIIH\i\II\I\UII\B\IIIIH\IIH\HI!IHMIIIIU\IIIIE | aureate S vante Arrh en i us.

5 Vaxtelektricitetens Witt also made inventions, eg
gata I6st! 1917 —for mining, in the new
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R -~ agriculture. | find an ad about
TOFFa W har, efter flera ars experiment, lyckats - =
framkonstruera en verkligt effektiv. elekirisk “vaxtgds =
dare”, verkande automatiskt, likae kraftig under flera
&r, utan fBrnyelse av nagot, utan tlilsyn efler omsar-;j.‘

"ELEKTROLIT”

(elekirisk sten) ar dess namn,

“The Riddle of Plant Electricity

WA

Elektrolitens arbetssatt ar stilla elekiriskt. Den
placeras | en rumsvattenkanna och vattnet matiasy
eller | vattentunnorna utanfer villan pa landet: eller 2
a 4 =t nediaagas | jorden strax Gver vExtrétierna ph
frukitrid elier barbuskar. | fuktighet borjar da dess.
eiekiriska verksamhet, for vilken vaxterna inom Kort
reagera. Redan nu foreligga Intyg (se II(_!EKrIf‘[en
m f4s numera som lésnummer Gveralft) om de
mest underbara resultat,

pris 1 20 pr st‘ Vid minsg 10 st. 1 kr. prst.
Samt frakten — kentant eller mok efterkrav,
Skrlv genast efter, S& att Arets skérd kan forokas,
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| tektivromaner,

| flartal tekniska

.| mor och syskon.

~ one invention, claimed to have RIP Otto Witt, from Aftonbladet 11
= ’ Oct 1923.

A very surprising find was my mother as Lucia! There's
this Swedish tradition that on December 13 a girl will dress
up in white as Saint Lucia, having a crown with candles,
and she is joined by maidens in white and guys dressed as
“star boys”, gnomes and gingerbread men. They then make
processions while singing Christmas songs. And my mother
Evy (Hedberg, before marriage) was Lucia in the
tSodersjukhuset hospital in 1949, which was noted in a
Inewspaper! She was studying to be a nurse at the time.

i But let's now start with the science fiction related subjects.
The first time the word “rymdskepp” (‘spaceship’) is
imentioned in Swedish newspapers seems to be April 22,
1902, in an article in Dagens Nyheter, about a German
inventor and conman being arrested for fraud. He has been

da

1923

xa Ei\

Ingenjsren Offe Wit har avlidit 1
Stookholm, niér 48 ar gammal,

Den hortgingne, som var fodd 1 Ta-
lun, blev effer studier vid Norrkopings
tekmiska elementarskola och befrggﬂkg-
demien i Freiberg ingenjor vid Pitka-
ranta kopparverk. Aren = 1897—1909
var han disponent fér Eidsvolds guld-
verk, Svenningddls silvergruva oth
Kaafjords kopparverk i Norge.

W., vilkem gjort uppfinningar inomy
aeroplantekniken och Thergsvisendet,|
har sedan 1916 utgivit tidskriften HW-
gin. Han har dven utgivit en del d?-
noveller, vetengkapli-
ga iventyrshocker i Jules “Vernes gtil
samt tekniska kiserier, Pa tyska och
norska spriken ]tar han publicerat stt

vhandlingar.
gorjande dro maka, barn,
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Solved!”, by a device he calls “Elektrolit” (left) said to make

= plants grow faster. Unfortunately, this industrious fellow died

%already in 1923. It doesn't say from what, but as he was only

= 48. | would guess cancer, a heart attack or a stroke. In his

© obituary we learn that he apart from a long career in mining, as
an inventor and publisher also has written “some detective

novels, short stories, scientific adventure novels in the Jules

¥ Verne style and humorous technical stories. He has published a



number of technical thesis in German and Norwegian. He is survived by wife, children, mother and
siblings.” | didn't know about the Norwegian connection. He worked in Norwegian mining. It may be
worth researching Otto Witt in Norway!
But let's move on... The first mention of the Atomic Bomb in Swedish press seems to be in an article
about Harold Nicolson's 1932 Alternate History novel

Verklighet i

ett lyckligt stut,

Crisis Fantasy’ (left). The idea of atomic firecrackers existed

that early!

The second mention is another article about the same
novel, headline “The Atomic Bomb” (right), in Svenska
Dagbladet July 7 1939. The public who paid attention could
already imagine this new war invention before World War |l
and it prior to becoming the top secret Manhattan Project.

Var det Hitlers hemliga vapen?

I en laborntoriebyvggnad hade nidpgra
stirskilt duktiga arbetare galta atl shtta
ndgra nya och konstigs Kemiska appa-
rater. De framstillde slungt vattens, och
ryktet phstod stt de tyske ingenjbirer
som kommit till Ejukan experimenters-
de med att sy stungt vatlens girp ebt

nytt spripgimne JAmidrt med viliket
dynamit wvar like ofarllgt som ryshka
smiillare, Da tyskha experimentan sades

gA ut pA stt slipps 18s giflva atom-
leraften. Folk phstod att en liten Setem.
bombs skulle ha mer forgdande wverk-
ningar in de engelska fyratonshemberns,
ait det nya springimnet, nir det blivit
fullt utexperimenterat, skulle anvindas
till att jimne London med forden,

Plitsligt stod fem maskerade min med
automatpistoler 1 handerna | lahorato-
rist, »>Hendene I viiret!y Tommenderads
de pa oftirfalskad norska. Men arbetarnz
i laboratoriet sd4g till sin hipnad =att
minnen hade engelska soldatuniformes,
Under higra axelklaffen shymtade man
en liten lapp pd wvillen stod broderat
»Norways. Arbetayna fiel med hinder-
ng 1 Iuften marsehers Ut wr rummel och
gtilldes upp mot en vigs, bhevalads av
tre av de maskerade miinnen medan de.
bida &terstdende stannade kvar 1 laboss
ratoriet. Efter en stund hérdes en vild-
sam explogion. Hela avdsining &
framstillning av tungt vatten I'i-!w‘:m::i
lades till en ruin,

1936  Public Faces,
having such

; ®
krisfantasi, o
HAROLD NICOLSONS “STATSMAN EMELLAN'

En roman mcd_t:_n:rﬁ'fig.i'uffmmh-n’ug. — "Public Faces” yu mera aktuell iin fir fyra dr sclan.
— Storpolitisk siare och satiriker pd en ging, — Abu-Soadkancessionen och atons
bomben. — Tyskarnas malmkoncessioner i Livik vid Herndsand
storpolitiskt motdrag. — Huru det hela trots allt fick

plot, in
Aftonbladet
June 10 1936
heradlined
“‘Reality in e

gaceks

T an- ppadnnzsde comare nind odne
inlotsiigande - acl Thybexl=
linde lilelc Public Wates akilicice
[l e [0 |
skriftstiilaren Hormald  Micalson ¥z
Bom - akuita SN Tilden,
keroa 1¥oksden

Atombomben. 1939

Aa

Vot

Fen. AR embnlopam knmma da fros
Hgen nelsk pndarfinnd aned  Horodla
sknla  bira HlE Al [ RIT Ry TRSL
diplomntea ([l deg, Men wwider amellaptided  loan
mian bafnTn oot niannnige, oforatistls
g eklar SRS experiniescatiivar
atiilln il med enoolviks ok spaio=

(TR =
Prigize den oor-

hipda falonkbn coorgfs som Ligger Er- BRvh 29g plilvn som hole Fio cme
ngpden A atomihTnans  [oEe  och pdvniug, agrd IBaTatoriinm, =irt nni-
upnptea  odan. aome lininzie  foe wopattet;, dln hemslad, Ji el ela
an. maskln eller spriingioddolog B nnmerald & loftee. . Eo omedkoosk
g tomh.  Fdrfactirans radngirels Fiaiier Mar Taknnl it ooit snmonoom

The Swedish press

seemed surprisingly well-
informed about nuclear

weapons. The paper

Arbetarbladet Nov 24,

1943, wrote a quite

accurate account of the
Norwegian resistance men's
raid on the heavy water plant
in Rujkan, headline “Was It
Hitler's Secret Weapon?”

(left), ie an “atomic

bomb...which would be used
to obliterate London’.

The atomic bomb was also
mentioned in Aftonbladet April
24 and again May 17, 1945, in
the piece (right) “Atomic
Bomb Would Put London to
Ruins”, which describes how
US troops track atomic bomb
German research, claiming
that at war's end “the first
copy of this was ready, but
the Allies saw its effect as
doubtful...Also British
scientists have worked
according to the ‘atomic principle' aiming for a new type of
weapon. “All this before Trinity and Hiroshima, when it was

+4 (e den minmadensllc LpTHnINIE-
meon dokileks HizlfebllnloSur i el
palurlipt: fign h:qrt:.'znnd-:._ Enn
fantigers? o en malmlvodiElest
pikem b L Paraska vilien ach en ny
nlamiciimlagering vited  reesldtie-

‘Darania’ egarEkaper med vars bldlp

man shelle WD | ={dod 2ct bepme ooe
katplon meed don pagnliks haztiche-
rem nw Anaog clametae E1Tudeoeh
Falrrzcora o “atembomb?, el fireli-
colsevprktys  mhikllyaco, effektirace
aeh Mirdbrvligoze oo 2ELE Fom hitilln
fiftekommit [ den  wilpan  ander
painaiishetana” Watovia,

Lnzlzad, wwwm  dpfordicivic  fib-
sHmeRd onceanlan ph den nyn Byme
dighetan; pAkar | -dvdeighelar; och
fdean luflminleter Efer gl pzel hoe-
n.'!'u: u._u.:‘_j.llz el exporimeont med
Atcmbaribalt© FAP Art: demnnsteacs

derstkningarna

skapsminnens ron.
Mergentheim hittades en liten trilada|
innehéllande radium till ett virde av|
en miljon dollar. Aven brittiska veben-
skapemin har arbetat enligt "atom-|
principen” med sikte pd ett nytt slags|
bomber, forklaras i regeringskretsar,

cluge wdngd aFnmninm. sEiy cEnln:
LI fiir a3 Eoidgs Tield N Tork
et Hirathdar |ospillvar neh nugast
lirazlzmon ool dicpl Bdl meds 260
ke leba aminiaddraine. Onledats
b ir dngee bverdsill, EHo zumvels-
ETANM LFaZ witemakapamnn il xnl-
ane Tiihebweinetitntes han n¥lizon
Kok it 17 Tiknande . meatiktal;

A opndry wllan Giees-itopen anleld-
ning LU paclk: SEdrulsitinlepasnn
kiunuz vora felnkHen.  Tirinlum fie
Takamimar ef | ovant t0istRad, ook
el Blir: Rankks aldris miijlagt alc
Tpilera oixcn '.'ii.u'hl.l.r mitngd or dem
rinliahle nubstansen.  Falg: profos-
gap Hialko Tinhe: Re cendeat an llknn
Lpikilel o el s=plasivy ol Vel
dunpms Lrisiorm  esenabpper  Eibmna
lits deEmpey med B\.IIJ'iJi_J. ciedely i
zin hid kun mon elipa ol detooos

Afombomb skulle [&1945
hela London i ruiner

— Privat till Dagens Nyheter, —

MED AMERIKANSEA TRUP-
PER I TYSKLAND, onsdag.

U.P. I Aratal arbetade tyskarnas
vetenskapsmiin med firzik och
experiment med atomspriingnin-
gar i syfte att f& fram en bomb
som vid nedslaget skulle kunna
jimna hela London med marken.

Vid tiden for vapenstillestindet var
def firsta exemplaret av denna bomb
klar, men dess verkan betraktas pA al-
Herat hall som tvivelaktig. Amerikan-|
ska sjukvirdssoldater tillhérande 30:e|
sjukvirdskompani har gjort ett fynd |
som kanske kan ge lediridar vid un-|

av de tyska veten-
I sjukhuset Bad




supposed to be secret.

Many who had their eyes open could have an inkling of atomic power and the possibility of making a
bomb. That gives some perspectives to the well-known episode of FBI and Clive Cartmill's story

del mood e rnn dventyrsmagosinet, 1onehil-
ler fogeinorands berattelser om rymdbivder |
pakelaktenp, om vetensknplign  delektisvhrug-
der, om framiidens krig, forsvunno givilisn-
»tioner, livel pa {lrean planeter el myckel
anmal. 1 mir' 1 bl nz En rebots beékdnnelse,
Shkattsbkare | Venus' dfungler, Akaf =— e
fektiven frin Mars, vl fdljetonger, varav en
om det  sjunknn Allaniis, och' (¥ verhort
.'s]llmnuudc serier | fﬂ'rE: Dinngel-Jim och Tin

“Deadline” in Astounding SF under John W Campbell in1944. I'l
come back to these atoms...

| have now and then mentioned the Swedish 1940s sf pulp Jules
Verne Magasinet (later getting the additional title Veckans Aventyr).
They often published small adverts in the daily paper, at least in the
beginning, like the one shown left from 1940, in time for issue No 1. It
offers readers to get a free sample copy and the magazine is

described as having “fascinating tales of space travel in rocket ships,

faner frin Krgplomn. L
ferfficgetryek, Prid endast #5 6ri.

Ifyll gch insind nedonstiende lupong, i
crhiiller Ni protle och franeao olb prov-
nummer av Jules Ferne-Magasine!! Kupongen
siindes 1 Gppet kuvert, frimirkt ."."'*l 5 ore,

Vi!'rnu-l'ls.gu'inﬂ, Box 437, Block-

11 Jules
halm 1,

L LT P AT e e e PR TR TECT LR AL LLEE L LR L L LR bt

Bind mig utan Eostned provexemplar av

Jules Verne-Magasinet!

Namms e

Adrexsi

................. LU RS LR LELE

Postanstalls

Skriv tydligi!

Overste gillaf

Honslnhrlipgt omslng 1 ‘

SR A R R CECETULUERL T

Detective from Mars,
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SANUMA 1945

lektyr som:f érsvarsstaben

_Ens averste fie envildshirskare dver
ligerkassan  och kan for dess moedel
prendmerees i vilka tidningae han
Al enllgt vad Expresson Anhilmiar,
Han  hoe allisi inga skyldigheter ait
undersilin minskrpeds instiilning . To-
nan  han gare alt-anskaffo ‘sden lekiye
soma skl fHrstra folled pd fodhme stun-
dor. Hans enda witledngre & alt Hi-
perkassins medel gholl vaen U1 e
skapels uyila och nije’ men han he-
domer sfalv vad somiie nylie och nije
five sbin folk.

Hverste Olle Worman 1 Uppsala, som upp-
facl elf sford antal veckotigningae piocen
Sonrt Usta? Char olltsh varie | sin fulla
riitt, men det bir Crambiilos, stedet bara
Ar pi depderni som densl cengurecing ay
lekbyren kan forekomem, Ule ph filtiGrban-
dan sker prenumernticn’ ph tidningie pceh
tdskrifter efter manAsapots hiicande.

Hogententsohelen besliimmer ensam over
har dapgerkizaans medel skall anilindas, he-

cittar Gueekielbjtnant, Gustaf Kolmo- .

din, uHef fir firevacsstabons porsonals
vardsavdelning,  Lagerkassan v vinsterna
av  repemeniels - alfSvedelvenda) Hrotag, wv
ﬁan:lﬂ!sﬁo&éﬂ, muckelentaiiet bn;:arié*t (528}
Manskspet satsar allis=h shilvl ingn pengar
till Ligerka=san och' darlir behover rprE-
den Reller o to Rbinsyn 1 dess smak, Del
Girodu mijlige alt Tan gor det i wiss fall,
rann hen bediimer e allre festa fallen
gifly wilken -lektyr #om &r hilsegammaest
fii Tolkot,

Pojkarne skall nwppfostras.
Mansknopet pi depin bestde Ju av ro-
leyler, upga pojkar, som skall opplost-
i och diiefis de det wH] en panska -
Lurliz sak, atl dversien bbe vill sitin
willen lokive smn lielsé | hiEndemma pé

alpam. -

3fon denng censur pgatller allish bara da-
pherna,  Uie pa HlHorbanden, i aylfgna
avkrokor s wart fand, dir kaclarss iote
begthe aw ‘rekryter, dilc ir det s meningen
att de skall fh lasa wad de Gic vana vid
Diir  prentmererar Jomponichefen  eller
medsyarantde chel first sedan han dnhim-
tat pomennlens dnskemdl, Den lan yiilis
mellan bl duessn [destitelsetidningnr,  pi
villca | prenumcration  betaloy v it

By

siabons - personnlvirdsavdelning: Allor Ta-

Chrferste OHLLE NOVRRTAN,
fekiyrdikmtor nd 18 @ ppadia.

enilj-Toursial, Falkot § Bild, Bommels Jour-
nal; Raster 1 Radio, Hemmets Veckotidning,
Viet: Hem, Damernss Varld, Hismos
dern, Svensk Damtidning; Siningamannemn,
Frisksport  och  Idrotisbladet, S& langt
diverstelajinn] Kolmodin,

Av annan meening.

Mhgea destrpering s -dverordaad myn-
dighels  bBeslut hor inte Bversl Mormoen
it sig shyldiy Gl Tiremist har Dn
crdligt deklavecat alt han hor oo helt aos
sy wppiatining B [rsvarsstabons pocen-
naleardnnde  evdelping oo wad som S
Limplige  att <attn @ hisderha Th svensEn
saldater, Binmd fe tidoiigir, sops it poti-
fiirbiuclnn pd T8 @ Dhasal snlicks Allis
Veokotidilng, Coeleladl, Filnjoweialeo, Fely
Variden, Jiules  Verneemugasinel, Lolitrr,
Toennde  Livel, Tidsidrdriv, U5:pn ech
Veckarovyn. Aot fhrhud [Br den ehekils
de- eoddacen ult halle sig mod dessn thd-
g innekae gvebvls dnle Gvesdecs 9=
phizcl,

of scientific detective feats, about war in the future, lost civilisations,
life on distant planets and much more. In No 1 eg Confessions of a
Robot, Treasure Hunter in the Jungles of Venus, Oskar - the

to serials, one about the sinken Atlantis”. Who

would like to read about all that! Gosh wow boy-oh-boy!

But it wasn't popular with everyone. My friend old-time author and
_ journalist Bertil Falk have told me how teachers would confiscate this
. “useless trash” if found in the hands of a pupil, and a group of 62

high-brow authors wrote a proclamation
demanding that paper rationing must be used to
kill off this and other substandard “coloured
weeklies”, as they were just full of sex, violence
and dumb fantasies.
Jan 26, 1941, a
columnist wrote in
Aftonbladet about
“Gangsters of
tomorrow... The other
day | obtained a little
magazine named Jules
Verne Magasinet. It

Hirom dagen ik i Eag ien liten
Hilning spoe Lette “JulesWemmeaga-
sipet. Dot vispde sif wama o6 apecial-
publikation just G framtidsvisioner
[ doss novellec ach £iljelanger razde
i sig shebdndist mid srmdmarkineg
someH lrppgatade. F00 Lisis ]!3.. 30, de-
Eae genom att fieldas Vit dimensio-
merha iostilles for utantic dem’, men
yillan wkillnad war dee fnte mellan de
minnalat sam desaa boshrtelssr had-
lade om geh de fom boskoevs av Jules
erne, Fluamarion, 11 G. Wil ach
Stapledes. Hir hads uan epierat pla-
naben Aents, e Bars §Gr otk infda
elt pangstervalde ph don, man Dade
giort Sakuciug 514 dcpnr:nriun!url f'ﬂ?
straffdngar, oo smockan datlende lika

showed to be a special i pa et iadesbua rndskeppet som|
publication for visions B bR ]G

of the future...Here they had conquered the
planet Venus, but only to introduce a rule by
gangsters, they've made Saturn a deportation
camp for prisoners., and the punch was thrown
on the wonderful spaceship as loosely as in any
bar in Chicago.” That these magazines would
create juvenile delinquents was a common
theme.

A colonel bossing over the regiment 18 in
Uppsala even banned JVM on his regiment, or
at least the soldiers couldn't use money from the
crown to subscribe to among others Jules Verne
Magasinet. Newspaper Expressen wrote about it
January 14, 1945: “Colonel Dislikes Reading
Different from the Chiefs of Staff”. (Left)




This is what we call “panic of morals”, and it is almost always about an older generation not
understanding the innocent entertainment of a younger one. Jazz music, comics, the Lindy hop,
science fiction, rock music, computer games, all that and much more have been attacked,
condemned, even banned, and described as a danger to the youth, destroying good morals and the
structure of society. But if they had read science fiction 6 there are plenty of pandemic skiffy stories -
they'd have known what destroys society...

The term “science fiction” was, not unexpectedly, first mentioned in Swedish press in connection to
the atomic bomb. It was in Expressen May 4, in 1947, below. | translate the whole text of this historic

article.

Forsta atombomben exploderade

-

NEW YONK (Expressen). Den firsia
alombomben 1 hHisloeien exploderade
inte 2o de flestn dror 1 on New
Moexico-Bloen den 15 Juli HH6-gion pa
sidan . bE Ioctt leeasivelenslapligt oos
vellmpgayin femlon ar tidigand. FPiii-
fatinren A3l den di ofeoiiea bevididel-
Ben, som Hu pdtaiats oaw setenskaps-
minnen 1 olika sammaonhyng. anviinde .
urnnimm: 235 fdr sim cpen  oppfinning.
ook bekkpey oolosy inci 'dél;:LI e Fenls-
tansvilrda veskninparna hans atom-
bomb modibdrde.

Ifiir denna hisfovio e pison sacks se-
dar blew Liihd: bévfind=. dessa e enscdda
5. K weienshaplga . mattasin Rnonanscrd
opm  att-sanzl suel calldas merss hetzdande
uppiionloed stits beskrivea + deom nagok
Sokalar innsn de \?El,'hl:ign:::n leamotilly Toekk
nume gony wikam Paael Hovbhoe-dagen
Beslorines  Gies, preeds bur det plok 1l
e :1111&ri:{:|::-._fr|1i= Gilldo dep [Gystin atom-
bomben Gves Japnn ovh pio =3 =& diew
frem a"-c'a,':-iullall-:-ne::, ViFkal wislorian yan=
repade fre BT senale.

Dieats mpgasin 1o cmeligitic sing {rng-
[iH] :||:'|'|'|ji.|::g::|'.'|3, Balsiened wrillen AEskiflaea Eeamn=
gliande wvelensliopmbn dfarfinnes, och
framsl blendidem MNobelpelstazaran Her-
man sl Maller; som i han fov 11T Slock=
belm fdr att hRimta skt Nebelpris, HEfosig
inlogreieras Lisande _ellCexemplac a8
UAztounding FSEERTe rEefian ]'.i.wazme

Nging ook SStariing.
3 dessn magasin far nee sedan 185 pro=
A blemel. med radar,

}‘_.-Emg'l. irman don IﬁLata talevizionen

fum_:aa Ay dennd uppfmnlng o
Likasa hade man

infravida aledlar, ra-
Latlanonar och Atakilliga andra fantosii-
slal vapkn, som s smaningoem iom i
anvandning i det andra varldskeiget,
Wid néare tiifillen har dob ocksd hiint

all de- hiimial 11p1:|stag irén novellmogn-
sinen, deh 6 dnte i) lnngf: sodan J:ulrc.lf!-
r'::ie an afficer vid fotian alt-han atu:l{t'
tdén. till en uppfinning: Ior viblien h.'m
del-:un..mde.sr B 'Elﬂr[,lin;t
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1947

The First Atomic Bomb
Exploded in an American

1 amenkanskt nOveﬂmagasin Short Story Magazine

wind 1 he first atomic bomb did not explode,
“ligak dor lasarng av "Asb':lunl:img" T AR

as most people believe in a New
Mexico desert on July 16, 1945, but
on page 56 of a quasi-scientific short
story magazine fifteen years eatrlier.
ft de militisa velenskapsmdnnen exkint The gquthor of the then incredible
story, now being cited by scientists in
various societies, used uranium 235
for his invention, and also described
in detail the terrible effects his atomic
bomb brought. When this story
became known a week ago, these ill-
reputed so-called scientific magazines
announced that all more important
inventions had been described in
them some ten years before they

really came
into being. In

an issue that appeared on Pearl Harbor Day, eg describes exactly how
Americans dropped the first nuclear bomb over Japan, thus forcing the
capitulation history repeated three years later. These magazines, however,

have their loyal followers, among whom are several prominent scientists, and

most notably Nobel Laureate Herman J Muller, who when he traveled to
Stockhollm to collect his Nobel Prize, allowed himself to be photographed
reading a copy of Astounding Science Fiction Magazine. Long before the
first television worked, this invention was a well-known thing for readers of

Astounding, Amazing and Startling. Similarly, in these magazines solved the

problem of radar, infrared rays, rocket cannons and many other amazing
weapons, which eventually came to light and use in World War Il, On some
occasions, it has also happened that the military scientists acknowledged
that they had taken a look in these short story magazines, and not long ago a ‘senoi: att frambrines kenstaukiione:

navy officer declared that he had stolen the idea for an invention for which he

was decorated, from Startling.”

Note that this story doesn't refer to how the FBI raided Astounding after they
published Clive Cartmill's story “Deadline” in 1944, but some story from 1930.

”A?fﬂm~Nﬂak”
vélver plarl346
pa nymdfordon

I Tiveningsremstrat fiie: Stockhalmg
st har i dagaimn infirts en anmi- ;
Tan frdi en sammnansiitning med

nathnel  Mareningen  OYion-200k
T a, Sanumimsluiningen Gr inte,
snin mitan Temske Biest Tunde teo, eft
giillskap fir pralktska sl ollos
tillagandet aw revyshetchier, utan:
en  higst allvarliy samlimg heye
soin wetenshaplist sysshi med prak-
tisk  tillimpning av den moderns
fysikens upptackter,

TiAtam=tlonks, stedpar histe: gt afé:
Pigbeningen har £l dindamil At friime
ja medlemimarnas eknemisks intuessen

fir prnjelshiler ook rardun Eit o -
1|ll:. atf winytiia, Fevine ach fr=iljs
patent och ligenser & sidana Teonstelo=
fiomer!

Bland medlemmarna av styrelaen at
Gl e Bertil Stalliane,  Stoclkholm,
lesind eom arg vedersslase i samlinge-
regeringan 'l.lTI.{lEI Lo, 1..-1;1 ati srne=
tal ned 'D'lqcm Huheter atnlalic hr
Sththane b feremngen W att Hiri e
e endast Be aveeddl atl nsfe et
fomum fou diskussionen kring fvallalie
ska prahlend,



Some research implies it may be John W Campbell's own “When the Atoms Failed” (Amazing, Jan
1930; haven't read it so I'm not sure). It should be noted, though, that the word scientifiction had
already been used, in an editorial about this type of literature in the first issue of Jules Verne
Magasinet, in January 1940.

| have earlier in Intermission covered what must be considered the first sf club in Sweden, Atom-
Noak (“Atomic Noah”), since it was deep into science fiction ideas (and members must have been
readers of Jules Verne Magasinet which was published at the time!). It was founded a short time after
Hiroshima, September 15 1945, and a main idea of them was to construct a spaceship to take
mankind to a new planet (Mars, | assume) to save it from the coming WWIII. Space travel and a
nuclear war, how much sf isn't that! Most members were electric engineers working for the company
ASEA, and their plans were more a “thought experiment” than realistic ones. Despite this Dagens
Nyheter wrote, December 8, 1946 (above) about how “Atomic Noah Spins Plans for Space Vehicles”:

“The society isn't, as one might believe at first, for practical jokes or comedy sketches, but a serious
group of men who in a scientific manner deals with practical applications of the discoveries of
modern physics. In the statutes of Atomic Noah it is said 'the association's purpose is to benefit the
economic interests of members by producing constructions for projectiles and vehicles for space
transport, to use, acquire and sell patents and licences for such constructions...During an interview
with Dagens Nyheter Mr Stalhane mentions that the association to begin with only will be a platform

for discussion problems of physics.” . _l 9 51

H0en | malles swels™

kallur Haslwih, Travasiioe o L
dlaEs D vonkann aamide oy nros
sranstidialapens dars ban S ns s
anipaerad wpsEicsies mid en ki
tler, Aom el pstd, it radic-

The second mention of the term “science fiction” in Swedish press is in a review
in Svenska Dagbladet June 4, 1951, of a radioplay of a story by Upton Sinclair
(right, Swedish title translates to “The Others Had It Too”): “...Sunday's

EpsbRer i f3e CETlGa b med aic

performance of Upton Sinclair's 'The Others Had It Too' offered an excellent
reason to sigh. Upton Sinclair have never been very deep,but he doesn't become i:vrp:mln?mm ﬁ?rmﬁﬁ}:‘?ﬁ
it gilfler r‘-'?r_'=l PHLET, RECLD
really shallow until he writes 'science fiction’, as the term goes, and with e e el
. . . i il et alidelsn obamardamtiint
cracking brain cells lumbers in the footprints of HG Wells. In 'The Others Had It [z s fssska s usdes o
Too' Uncle Upton tells all naughty children, not the least children of the Soviet ;ijwmg“.;;'l“"f;"“fn.ﬂr
] ) i o __.:-:n r i ”.;:'m i
Union, what the world looks like, after East and West have eradicated each other [ ., Flies feeloncs
. . R Enidi '-tl1-11-'.:‘.11ﬂ-¢r :Edil:nlunlbc:r 1l.'.E|n:
with bacterial weapons. et atig bt LR
wnele Iipkone  for alln oEnoms
barnicte =lant Barpan | Soriess
wnlemim, ot Eue ddE - mer cut o

iiFlmey aodns ot ol sl -
rofat varinn mod - baliberiagmin

== Though it

o rade fdr Inpeid, ungeliv som undes) r.'.'deLn .-u@-'.ml._.'nft he fun 1 haten,

- pevhkoanglys, Den wae dublilt s dillinger Haoy: Marfinzon tankdullt \was a slow trickle, the interest in
ling, mon Rilften tickie Tog wille : : ; ’
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‘thos E'nnpcr,_ T ‘orcnrl,,s f}'l.]rll:gl'l.'._'{
v hada am "-'Iurnmtml'll:m,s chiarm 4:-r'l1
o Marryet sam skifdzars £y sacidls

Akena, Ol efter en kopp L tned
Nellonaveryes bisty oo ach ibge-
iarsmarmelad kak vi Wc"'s‘-. fill jn=
g un,

ilremanes, sedare e skrevs oyl mip
MDieris ach Mimmi®, sHger Harey
| BIaritnson; sapy sitter vlE upp och
ner i hnkur i brodvid en shalpterad
ﬂl.ell:g‘f_"l:r.l.t av  Gunnar: Milusan, Jagr

kzoyw don DR fiontom dr[r,.rlr L i qkl;n-
‘|ber medan satéorict vEntads, lag oa
L =offen som i goldondern, och! dilidos|

iiiﬂrh&umﬂen. like Jgselivd some Dicsd

| Ditivalen pit F’mzergmmq;- il
= Dju Rar jag hiiviit samla;remds |

* ba fram dat sjiliska

Dikten jic (Marfinzons ‘agen favo-

o |mit,Laek hen dnser inte Dur ndnga

recernisenter Clipn tolka den sf fell
eller =i ofikm — Mdat G g rend
Ilaricxtan.  Tlopiz Hr  bide jorden
gely jemekvilmm namnet GlkhErds
\Deeanos  dotler, Mixnan S5 ot fin=
mlezient, som JaE frulctnn I:nmmm'
itk uppl:"nnn dr Hm:y pinr_'k..rr fram
mymdromaner frin oliks siillen pd
nyiinrne,

Hrrey plackar fram rymdromaner
frin olika stillen pi TiyNaima.

== Voot e vl hifills den : 1| uiie
nienm Jag ser o hae de senage hiics
jar befrin sig frAn e mingd a
‘den telnislia appuritoren, ocle hes
(hanidin - gjilvac den  plonetoriska
oiadsknm, Ditvulen oz Komwandt 1=
bpka, Sedan han spackades ut fri
{ordlon finmer wman homom no i
im}it&_ll oy Vintergatan, aoh i eo-
Epninn friingoe hoan sip it @ rymd-
sheppet, Tyvirn He hom s deknislt:
hegival att det wor ctt hielvede adt
Faut foanon e veiskinen, et b

plagsamt mog att vising 1 virlis-

Drimmen am Japan

ool Kine

chmbugl.llnaden. Bpper © Hver
5joh, 2o fuEet nistan spoElar 5g 1
Vessivdng wid  bryrgan AppEir etk
fapanesery, men den stora vita bide
ke, som kommer'att dopne sitt grina
nirtd wattnot §var, B drdipd evenzk
liksom alkbrret simct inddll  maed
fusenint svarla Renticer, Del arlan-
faliska seme jir. uisdkthel coh réniiet
tﬂltﬂla.l. Hatiwr Al — e Lo
storg hacker med Klpsska - Jupatska

-tﬂﬁlﬁlkﬂﬂ:{mﬁ_, han har Japznsk

ilikter 11.1 lut — b.'l:ra on kom mid
i MCikrde™ — och ddifmmen om
mseernRs CHina, odelad v manga;
forverkiipay han 1 sifkeslenn  sten-
godsglosyrer Ay Mothalle Hiyabs,
Trillevs gel Besndt Friberp, Himes
Farsbipeds, sob verkac uppgrive aur
erl bL‘pn:élﬂ.!nﬂaﬂ:ﬂ:, alilar han n_u]:s;ﬁ,

stelnad dreoppes Gehe han hisy bestills

att sivskilc hiirnsxdp dar hens sten-
modesicdlac hoe sem 1 els ﬂuxshurl

THartill ﬁaer han frd Tanphsstay ach|

this strange thing called “science
fiction” began to rise in the early
1950's. Maybe it had to do with
the reports of flying saucers
1/(beginning in 1947 with Kenneth
Arnold's claims of sightings) or
the tsunami of American Earth-
invasion films?

| have earlier written about
Sweden's first fanzine, Var
Rymd, published by the sf
nekit om glsyren sioner 3 en M inflyenced astronomy club
Andromeda in 1952, and seeing

lon lilen fipelbur med konewionait there's no doubt it's a fanzine



in the fandom sense since it's full of science fiction - stories, sf reviews, sf illustrations incl covers,
speculative articles on the future, etc. For some reason | have assumed it came from a group of
students at Ostra Real high school in central Stockholm. But doing searches on the names we find in
the fanzine, this is likely this wrong. The boys behind are from elsewhere. Two are from Bromma high
school, one from the Nya Elementar school, both in western Stockholm, and only one is from a
central city school, the Beskowska school. That the editors are spread out between several schools
makes my believe that the Andromeda club and their fanzine wasn't very tightly connected to any

school and a quite independent hobby activity.

The year 1953 was the year the newspapers began writing more about science fiction. We saw the
publication of future Nobelist Harry Martinson's famous Aniara space poetry, in a partial form as
Cikada (the complete Aniara came in 1956). It has been debated how big of an sf fan Harry was, but
an interview in Dagens Nyheter Dec 12, 1953 (above), leaves no doubt about that he read and liked

the stuff!

“Now I've begun collecting space novels, since | wrote Doris and Mimmi /corr: Mima/, Harry
Martinson says...Doris is both Earth and an earthly woman, the name from Oceano's daughter. The
Mima is an instrument, that | fear will be invented.” Harry picks out space novels from different places

of his shelves.

“Van Vogt is so far the best, but | see how they now begin to liberate themselves from the many
technical devices and instead deal with the planetary evil. The devils has returned. Since he was
kicked away from Earth we now find h/m around the Milky Way, and in one novel he makes his way

into the spaceship.
Unfortunately he is so
technically skilled that it was
like hell to get him out. It is
painful to be in space without
getting the devil in the ship,”
Harry adds thoughtfully.

The “devil on the spaceship” is

probabloy from Van Vogt s The

Voyage of the Space Beagle
So there you have it. Harry
Martinson both read and
collected science fiction, and
like AE Van Vogt! One thing to
notice is as nothing by Van
Vogt had been translated to
Swedish at the time, Martinson
must have read it in English.
(Which he didn't learn in
school, but as he earlier had
worked several years as a
sailor on the big oceans he
might have picked up English.
After all, he was an intelligent
man working with language.)
And Martinson's Cikada gets
mainly favourable reviews, eg

CE FICTION pd vers Mnﬂnm Hnrmums ﬂpﬂmwms mﬂt i
Hl m!u dikimnwiling, Dot ir do
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och lit ditt hiirta semla all sin
mlnmychimuh In'l.umnll.
Gix av denna Iinmmirhte ehng.

Kinn dig ense i tid

med shdant gom dir viict att esknn,

men allt som tog viigen genom som-
maren fir att db;
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by the influential Bo Stromstedt Nov 20, 1953, in Expressen, above (Stromstedt later would become
the paper's editor-in-chief): ...without doubt the big poetry event this autumn, and you read it with
almost obscene joy. You just gasp, gasp and wonder. It wasn't yesterday a Swedish poet offered
such a strange journey. You travel in time and space. In time: from the days of the folk tale in ancient
time to the goldendian era when Earth has been radiation poisoned and must be evacuated. In
space: from the realm of the bluebells ion the grass and out into infinite space, far away from our

solar system.

But Martinson wasn't a hit everywhere. Olof Lagercrantz, influential editor of Dagens Nyheter (and
father of David Lagercrantz, known for adding new novels to Stieg Larsson's Millennium series)
attacked Aniara when it came in 1956. But Martinson found a defender in Expressen's editor-in-chief

Ivar Harrie, 15 October 1956:

Sidant fir inte forelkomma,
kulturhindelser ska forbli inter-
na angeligenheter kulturperson-
ligheter emellan, det &r helgeran
om de framstdlls sA att de kanske
vhcker intresse hos “plebs”, den
stora enkla dumma allménheten,

Olof. Lagercranfz har just ni
blivit upprord Gver att Expressen
har en bildsida om en stor hin-
delse i syensk skonlitteratur: Har-
ry Martinsons epos ‘om rymd-
glceppet Amiara, del entda ge-
nnina och sponfana  epos som
finng i nutida svenslk diltning.
Pa hildsidan finns en konstruk-
tionsritning som visar hur rymd-
skeppet #r byggt — warenda de-
talj #r belagd med citat ur Harry
Martinsons dikt, som redovisas
amsnrosfullt.

Usch, siger Dlef Lagereraniz,
dir ser man hur en sensations-

tidning tvulgariserar och banali-.

gerar stor dikt. Herry Maclingoms
dikt &r ju inte "science Hetlon”
om hur samfardsmedlen ska lkun-
na tekniskt utvecklas, Hans dilct
handlar om manniskolivets eviga
villlkor, Bymdskeppet slka fatias
symboliskt, som sinnebild av hur
hopplost dot dr att stle Endra
manniskolivels villior med ma-
gliner, mec feknilk.

Ja fink, del &ir just vad som

sthr 1 Expressen — i Bo Strim-
gtedts uifirlica och genomtinlita

analys av Harry Marinsons dikt
pa lultirsidan)

Nlen =en Hllkcommer det miérie-
Liga, det umiksa, det med vitia
upp=eendevickande; Harry Mar=
tinson har inte bara skisset upp
ett rymdslkepp fom symbol fir
telknokratiska  framtidsdrgmman
— nej han rakar dessutom vara

intresserad av det telmiska pro-
blemet hur minniskor ska kunna,

fardas i viirldarymden, Den fra-
gan har engagerat allt som finns
inuti honom av ofordiryvat, nyfi=

. ket barn., Han slukar, barnshgt,

allt han kommer over av Pacienca
fictien™. Han har Lart sig allt man
Lan Jdra sig oin hur ettt rvmd-
skepp ska konstrueras, deh det
har roat honom, och varil en-are-
salke for honom, att nir han nu
behover eft rymdskepp som sin-
nebild 1 en dilst, =4 ska det rymd-
gheppat vara rikfigh stimma in
i detalj med wvad han lart sig i
minga lirda tekniska skriffer
men ocksh i "sciencoe-fiction"-
tidningen Hipna. :

Detta unika, detta som gor
Harry Marlinsons symbolik olik
alla _ndras, Air wvad Expressens

medarbetare Lars Widding har ta-
git fasta pa. Det &r en poiing som
han har ovanliga foruisitiningar
att fatta, eftersom han &r bade
journalist, dilktare och flygare.
Han kinde sig hemma pa rymd-
gkeppet Aniara.

Och. den poingen har Olof La-
gererantz  desspirre dinte vkt
alls. Wad som har hint fr ot Ex-
pressens  nyhetsredaktion  har
wpptickt cch  dskddlipgjort . en
komplikdtion i Horry Martinsons
diletning som kulturredaltiren i
Dagens Nyheter inte tycks ha en
aiting om.

Till allra sist en upplysning at
herrarna Lagercrantz och Leiser:
den redaktir som bir ansvaret
for Expressens kultursida menar
att dir ska tillgodoses de tvd vi-
sentliga kraven: ge nyheter och
vhcka debatt (alltsd inte sbva
ner debatten med schablonldy-
schor). Lings den linjen kommer
Expressens kulturredaktion att
fortsitta, Pereonnamn édr ovisent-
liga i sammanhanget.

Men wvisentligt dir att vi ocksi
frampent hoppas kunna framlkalla

dygdig fasa. 9 5 6

“Blah, Olof Lagercrantz says,' see how a sensational tabloid makes great poetry vulgar and banal.
Harry Martinson's poem isn't 'science fiction' about how technical development of travel...But then
comes the notable, the unique, the rightly remarkable: Harry Martinson hasn't only sketched a
spaceship for technocratic drams of the future - he also happens to be interested in the technology of

how humans will be able to travel in space. That has engulfed everything
inside him as an unblemished, curious child. He devours everything he finds
of 'science fiction' like a child. He has learned everything about how a
spaceship shall be constructed, and it has amused him and been a thing of
honour, that when he now needs a spaceship as a symbol in his poetry, it
must be a real spaceship, true in every detail from what he has come to
learn in knowledgable technical journals but also from the 'science fiction'
magazine Héapnal.”

One could add, that Martinson picked up much of what he knew about space
travel from the Atomic Noah club, of which he became a member in 1947.
Earlier Intermissions have covered that, and we know that Martinson kept up
the contacts the the Atom-Noahckians.
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bt G et fidrde dimengionen el

Dép Science Fiction!

Neip fisilittoraiteren: nge diirjar
yireienmma wf pd Boklandelsdiskor-
na anielidiler dep en forsyartiz |
laddping av 5. k. Science Fiction.
Der dr Som hellant listorier om
rymelfirder ot ol sow farsvin-

sadant. Somiiea tyeker om dem
aoll sombige nile, mten ante shafl
de veil, s en noggrann persan
herr ppelet for margthalen; e
hova kallay viel etr sd besyunerlio
aamn. Vi Kellar fnfe detefiivro-
sraner far Uwhadunie®”, Men vara
fiens der svenska namnes gt na-
furvetenskaplisa dventyryramaior
— gl paveller — karr peh ut-
fevekstulle? Forslag motas, For-
ste - privigpare fir 25 ke Mirk
kwverter "Viirkivlitteranir®,




As said, science fiction began getting attention in 1953, but folks weren't
comfortable with the term “science fiction”. A wild hunt began for a Swedish term
for the genre, with several name competitions! “Christen Science Fiction!”
Svenska Dagbladet exclaimed August 27 that year: “As the autumn literature now
begins to arrive on the bookshop desks it contains a substantial load of so called
Science Fiction...Some like it, some don't...why should it be called by such a
strange name? We don't call detective stories 'whodunnits'. But where is the

Swedish name for scientific adventure novels”

The prize offered was 25 Crowns, ca €2.5. Unfortunately, | haven't yet found who
won and what the new term was, but there is a suggestion September 4 from a
reader, to call sf novels “fiktivromaner” (approx “fictitious novels”), an idea from a
complicated wordplay in Swedish which draws a parallel to detective stories,
“detektivroman” to become “fiktivroman”). The next attempt came October 20,
with an ad from the popular technology magazine Teknikens varld, right:

“Science fiction is an American concept that lacks a Swedish name. It is tales of
adventures in the world of the future, exciting space trips, fantastic stories about

technological inventions and advances of the future.”

Dop 155
SCIENCE

FICTION"

“och bli segelflygare

& Science Fietlon iir ett ame-
rikanskt begrepp som #n-
nu s-knar svenskt namn.
Det ir skildringar av aven-
tyr i framtidens virld,
spinnande rymdresor, fan-
tastiska skildringar av mor-
gondagens tekniska fram-
Steg och uppfinningar,

‘Stor pristaviing
oin biista 8|
_ svenska namnet

The prize was a course in becoming a glider pilot. The winning suggestion was “teknovision”, ie

“techno vision”. It was soon forgotten.

1933

mn elt sveaskt ond Tér hepreppet

Scianee Fiction, manar
Honniers 1 sambond med tvii Bya
porkbicker 1 deana penre, och man
Forestiiller sip-pit minpa kommer att
Fopitika, Dol i nlimtigen inte nifot
toivel om abl dettn shags Litceotur
kommor ait s kraftigt igenom, el-
ler siiltnre sngt séra come-back, Helt
horia bar wil historier om planets

HIREE el Krliss wpptinineis S <Ein o 9 Swedish word for the
concept of Science Fiction, Bonniers urges in connection

name for science fiction, left.

with two new books for youngsters in the genre, and they

expect than many will have a try. You see, there's no
doubt that this type of literature will have a forceful
breakthrough.”

But not to give up, the Aftonbladet tabloid invited
readers to also have a go! Beginning November 29
(right) they run a series of small articles, “What is
science fiction?”, which asked readers to find a new
name for this strange space stuff, quoting a passage
from Isaac Asimov's |, Robot:

“Look at yourself, the robot finally said. | don't want to be

sy

If it was a formal competition or not, | don't know, but Svenska
Dagbladet reported November 14 that the biggest
Swedish book publisher Bonniers wanted a Swedish

| think this was announced through ads in the books
mentioned, but | don't know what came out of it.
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Vol Ar seienee fledlon?

Dol #F selehce fHelion, Det din [f

cilerat Ur "dag Hobol" av lssc
Anlmow ech beshiriver hur en mi-
akinelit framsiilld robot 07 pd =
ach ser ned ph miinnisinn

Se born pil g sl sade
roboten alutllgen: Jag vl inde
aibe witela iy forakifulll, men
gg. pora pi digoajaly. Dol males
rial du G gioxd av oHr mjukb
och siaddrigh, uian h#llbarhel och
atyrka, i oth 4 {ér du porio-

dor. av medvetslishet, acly den
minata.  svarintien £ leenperniar
uftrevek, ueilphel  ellor stz

ningrintenaitel nedsitler din) sl=

faktivitet. Du! &r selundn- arbole.
Jag dilvemet e en DEllindid pro=-
dok b

Finn  ell svenshy nomn far-sel-
ence fietion och sHind det under
adreas FSelence fotion, Aftanbiz-
det” fire den 10 decombet. 50
kronor L Byt pris, med nera

contemptful, but just look at yourself. The material you are made of is soft and

sloppy, fragiule and without strength. Now and then you become unciocious and |

for the slightes variation in temperature, air pressure, humidity or radiation you
become unefficient. You are of inferior quality. | however is superior...

Detia dir
seience fiction!

Efor att fiertal dygn ov Kvoli=
ficerat grubbel her prisndmnden
stanmat fir att Syersatia sclence
Tictlon med "Eeknodikt™, Deb fijr-
alaget har {(Il1EGi1 de Josel Abm-
geizt eit firsis pris om 50 ke
Ean #r expert inom omradet och |
har fleea andea goda forslag som |
Lijflpt HIL st tiine ihop foreta-|
prizat &t honom.

Ett =ndre prig Bap tillfogats
atre  Lonneratrand, ackzd han
branschingn | teknodiktvie, tor|
hins firslsg M Eaktast, on nitt och)
i briukbpr nyblidhing melian fanta-
&l oeh felils, Han hae 25 hr st
. mntsg : :
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ghiillare. migra. gy dem  Har I
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nod ‘att liomma et Som Litterck [
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lealid srisnce fiction 6 "vernlsm!
eitor nilna viz shida bachdoma du-
les Weene, Signoluren GIl har feén
djuptilmenz 3 D hittat pdatt kal=
ln srienca-fiction-litteraturen fir
LA (Myredel). Ingenjbr G, V.
Nordensiren hae funnit  betecke
| ningen “feckare™ | analogi med
dockere;  Ytterligare hokprlser
har med rund hand tilldelatz fri
“Alice Norén i Bromma, by Gup-

[ ren MGrreborgaren 200553 %y hr
| Harry Wearerlund | Uppsala, follke-1)

f: seollirnrinnan  Britta Corlsson |

nar. Shagmark i Oskarshgmn, ke
Filip Gréning & Uppsaln, slgnobi-

Riala ook ingenjor & Berg 1 J0n-
koping, Signaturerni skall vara
Fnfifln och ge s Gl kinne 58 &t
vivet vad de fr {oe gon, Tilhopa
har det kommit eit hundratsl




50 SEK or ca €5 was offered in first prize. (Eh, did the Euro exist then...?) The winning name
announced December 16 was “teknodikt”. “Dikt” means poem but also has a broader meaning
relating to “making things up”. On second place came the known sf author Sture Lonnerstrand with
“faktasi” (“Factasy”). That word has aktually survived a little bit, while everyone have forgotten about
“teknodikt”...

The sf magazine Hapna! (“Be Astounded!”) was

MANLIGA elier KVINNLIGA LEDIGA PLATSER |1aunched in 1954, obviously with sf fan and

1953 QCIENCE FICTION collector Harry M as a reader. And through the
: ' , Royal Library's Artificially Intelligent search robot |
Redalttir for tidskrify med invikining pi dventyr oeh framtidsutveck- . . .
lingen 1 rymden anctilles — eventuellt deltid — & farlag. Tidskeiften ar{found how the publishers (Kindbergs Grafiska, run
avsedd utkomma en ging 1 ménaden. Goda kunskaper 1 engelska nodyén- i i
diga, endir stérre de.l%n gav materialet glall oversattas frin engelska till by the_brOt_herS_KG and Kurt Klr?dberg) recruited
svenska. Svar med loneansprak, menitfarteckning, eferenser o, dyl till{the editor-in-chief of the magazine - through an

!!S — e L e ) n . - .
Science Fiction”, Dagens Nyheters Huvudlkontor advert in Dagens Nyheter October 1953

MALES OR FEMALES HIRED

SCIENCE FICTION

Editor for a magazine aimed at adventure and future development employed - possibly part time - by
publisher. The magazine is intended to be published once a month. Good knowledge of English
necessary, since most of the material is to be translated from English to Swedish. Answer with salary
claim, CV, references and so on to “S - Science Fiction”, Dagens Nyheter's main office.

The editor they found was one Kjell Ekstrom,
EPhD in literature from the University of Lund P 057
jin 1951 (if I'm not incorrect) and active as - m"
4| translator. Others would also take part in

3| making the magazine, like the brothers
fKindberg (owners), Roland Adlerberth

| (writing the long standing review column in
his very special funny style), Alvar Appeltofft

N-urd ent 510 su
Science-fiction-fidsk rift

NI ;i(: VINNA
200.000 kr.

Another very small ad for
Hépnal!, in Svenska Dagbladet

°3L§q§q§5§§”ck°§f yeia and others. Curiously, little is known about October 26 1957.
chil e | Kjell Ekstrom. | find no interviews or other
VAL ‘stuff about him!

Vildsamt spinnande, telnizlea
_ aventyr [ rymden och i

et || The first issue of Hapna! Came very shortly after finding the editor, dated
M:;’:F';::”_ﬁ:‘l;g’:;“’ March 1954 but out in late February. It presented itself in an ad in Dagens
S:if Lamgatan & Joskosine. | Nyheter February 24 that year. The reward promised would of course be a

Ad as sf magaziné' 'Hépha! lottery ticket with that prize sum...
started in 1954. The huge
sum promised was a
lottery ticket... YOU CAN WIN 200 000 CROWNS (ca € 20 000, equal to millions today...)
if you let us know what you think about HAPNA! - the new science-fiction magazine. Fiercely exciting,
technical adventures in space and in the future.
Read Hépna! - and Be Astounded!
Grafiska Publishers
3 S:t Lars Street, J6nkdping

Ungdomsldsning

Undertecknad lasie i sin grona ] . B} ., _ _
barndom med fartjusning det au|The first time the word “sf-fan” (Sverifen were already into Hyphen

; somnade 5. ko Jul . : :
Veine Magasinet. semare Veckans|then...) was in the press, was in Aftonbladet May 9, 1954, in a short

Aveniye. Skulle vara road av aiflngte from a reader. The fan concept probably came from Hapna! but
nu wid mognare dlder fornya be-

kar]Qh fen. the writer talks about Jules Verne Magasinet, headlined “Reading for
] SE-fan.




the Youth”: The undersigned in his green youth read the now deceased so called Jules Verne
Magasinet with great joy, later named Veckans Aventyr. Would be amused to renew this
acquaintance now at a more mature age. (Signed “SF-fan.”)

That several were involved in editing Hapna! is clear from this article, in Aftonbladet September 27
1958, which presents the magazine owner Karl-Gustav (KG) Kindberg, also presented as editor, and
in a typical editor pose in the picture, pen in hand and a bunch of magazines on the table:

MURDER ON THE MOON ETC WORRIES SCIENCE-FICTION EDITOR WHO THINKS THE FIRST
MOON TRIP HAPPENS IN 1957

(The article describes how sf predicted a “manned space satellite” in 1920, Hugo Gernsback
predicting TV in 1910, how sf anticipated the Manhattan Project and Atomic bombs, things Jules
Verne described. KG Kindberg worked as a lawyer for Husqvarna Weapons Manufacturer, and in the
article he worries about legal problems with speca exploration:)

“Who owns space? Who owns the Moon? What country's law shall we use if there is a murder
during a moon trip? ... Karl-Gustav Kindberg got bitten by science fiction in 1952 when he was on a
business trip in the USA in 1952. He then met sf authors and sf aficionados among scientists and
found out that this thing with space and future stories wasn't as unrealistic and difficult to understand
as he had believed. The Swedish sf readers are rather different from the ones in America and
England. In Sweden you want sf literature with lots of tech talk. You want to know what the space
rockets look like, how they work, how many rocket tubes they have. In the English speaking countries
they want satires or views of future political structures, but it could be because the average age of sf
readers is lower here than there.
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Yours TruIy met KG Kindberg once, on an |nformal minicon in the early 1990's. A jovial man who
passed away in 1995.
In an earlier issue | told about the music career sf writer Bérje Crona had together with the ABBA



manager Stig Stikkan Anderson in the 1955 T— T ——
1950's. In the archive | find ads about i = = P Ta 10 i o ey o Vol
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Aftonbladet September 5, 1955, where
Stikkan and Borje are presented, the

their tour stops and info on national LA 1 N LA - I s G e
p .
. i i s e R (LR L A B (Forts. [0 erj
radio playing their records. Here's from = .. o L
AT T RO T

latter described overlead (not shown

here) as “now editor in the -

weeklies...before coming to Iggesund Stig Anderson ech hans
/the school where he mett Stikkan/ he MOSIGA GRADDKLICKAR
had worked on boats, buses and trains. Sor i Manske uppiicit s Baruens A en mycket DUtiE modar
Though the school he came into :];JI:III::I:sH:-:-r:m";:::h.::::i::?::;dlh::“u::;ilt Fen

Biala ‘Redil

Eapder ki

Efverkam, Rtkas rllsrnamn:-barjur
pa & boriar fag e lsopomm, S 1ig
ar el ach, upp viaaen' | Havh, sll-
deles pA grémicn - H1 Heldensiams Andersan geh Crana 1l npade g
Tieden:” E{ter rkolan iog. han plats: HAadmederheteren Laore Dofitrand

LIRES S mrl

Journalism, working in both daylies and
weeklies. Stikkan and Bérje now tours 3',‘.'.."; asas e
e i Bdirip Grona.

in the weekends, having ordinary jobs i I
during the weekdays”

Other writers also had a music career, like Sam J Lundwall who made an LP, several singles and EPs
in mainly the 1960s. There are much about that in the newspapers, but lets look at a review of his LP
“Songs in Our Time” (to translate the title) in Dagens Nyheter December 12, 1965, headline “Songs

on Stockholmian” (ie Stockholm dialect). It is a bit lukewarm, but | think the album is rather good! ]96[;

Visor Pi?l StOCkhOlmSkEl “Most of the contents is QWERTY

N , rather unoriginal, but some har kommit
Senast anliand | vaden av svenska Man nog dppnar satellitparafia-

trubadurer #r fotografen Smm o  sen pi Taubes "Méte | Monsunen” songs hold up.. emphas,s on BAMME Wikner hop dagaria
Tundwall, Det mesta av Innehillet  ('Mote © Bymden™) ett kul och ack3a framirdit som  UdskTi ke
ok Vitor & o tie (Phillps) ir foss vardsgshandgsipliat pesspektive i L Undwall's singing in distinct | @siter, Hans pubiikation heter

originellt, men dir finns nagra vi- Storien em  den  firetagsamma QWERTY. Den vill snligt it re-
sor som haller. Melodierna &r helf  Mngen som av beskifiiga minni- Stockholm dialect. The social dalitione1ll meddelande visa Fan-

3 a : skor raddas undan imaginira "fula : ) : : domt, kilburkritiker och grdrs etk
jalf:ilga'umhpl; nsflr::\;g?;zn ;iﬁi“: gubkar" forefaller inte verklighets= satire isn't outside what is enkill oo oy aciemen fio-

i i 3 frimmande, Frackssse &0 inle ronning right now, and flom-ri sede lpdlelken arbalen,
hal_mbka 5_jun'gna lcxm__' 'SMha\l]E- mustigare &n ail de kan sjungas gng Hontaitter kor ocksh faglts meed
sstiten née inie Wlenfor ¥ S yilia chllskap som helst, men WOITieS about our brave new | usindula sf fags, med gesilia

ir pa modet just nu, och Angs-  heller inte kvicka nog att ta fram att hidrag ar 'I'Itu u"n
landet infor vir skina nya virld  medan 3horarna ar nykira, world have also been heard pl svensiea utan ocksd ph 1
BV ek ARS WECK ™ hofore. But the satellite o ’: i R “'n__“lfi S ,‘i.";"ﬁ
3 AR S iz Lk : i X ; ¥ MLUTEENSEVAEE — I3 ett ._:
paraphrase of /Evert/ Taube's =i i -ﬂ:n--nr-unr-l.ﬂ r.nlr-rs;-:-vmj-:q.
. p Man dalta dr barve borinm Tis 200
Meetlng in the Monsoon examplaren av dm gldia sion-
: . cllerade tidskrifien shgll nn dis-
(Meeting in Space) opensa ... ,11'“._ ',,- A i
fun and everyday
perspective. & _}. ]
ll:‘_'_;__u p -u!{-.*
The first time “fandom” is ||
1o . Y \ mentioned in Swedish press
1 : S— is in the same Afonbladet, PR —
045 Sam J Lundwall _ :
December 12 1964, in a inbjudan  HIl = medarbetarskap;

. . . . den ffrhindlige redalitoren hop-
report from a high school show, in which one Mats P Wikner took part. But ' pas pa en siie brevakiied,
he had also a new publication to distribute there, “QWERTY has arrived’: Nu iir, om sanningen skall fram,
inte. allt | Q@werty Iyrik, En del
Br ocksA remhirigl uppsatt som
The same Wikner has also these days sprung up as a magazine editor. His  hms o st 5 wans o Sivnes
publication is named QWERTY. An editorial message says it wants to show = leksversen.  Hiistrationema i
. . ] dock honselovent sf, VI skall Inf
fandom, culture critics and others an average selection of the poetic works

from the science fiction movement. Contacts have been taken with foreign fans, with the result that




contributions aren't only in Swedish, but also in English, German, Norwegian and an artificial future
language — and a little piece in Martinson's Aniara language. But this is only the beginning. The 200
copies of the 29 page mimeographed magazine shall now be sent to more than 10 countries with an
invitation of submitting material. The nice editor hopes for a rich harvest of letters. But to tell the truth,
all in QWERTY isn't poetry. Some is declared as prose,. And all isn't science fiction. Some is love
poems. lllustrations are sf all through, though.”

| have a copy of QWERTY and think it is a rather nice zine. An interesting point is that the high
school Nya Elementar was the same | went to many years later - a real sf-fandom hothouse! Beside
Wikner and me, fan and author Inger Edelfeldt went there, and as assistant librarian we had the old-
time fan Bengt-Olof Ringberg. Earlier, as said, we found out that at least one person behind our first
fanzine (Var Rymd, 1952) had studied there too. Beside this, Nya Elementar is the only Stockholm
high school with a real observatory on the roof...

To find the first time the word “fanzine” is mentioned in Swedish press, it seems we have to turn
back to dear old Sam. Goéteborgsposten had an article August 22, 1970, “Swedish SF-Man Gets USA
chance”. The article talks about Club Cosmos “which among other things publish their own little

magazine” and about how Sam J recently had his SF What's It All About and a couple of novels
Svensk sf-ma

__accepted by Ace. | dont' have space to
sl
:fﬂl‘ [ SA-(?’“I '

ranslate all, but here's what is said
Sdru:_e-r:unnhltnrnLumzn hiar inta farforay | preppet om sin

about “fanzine”™.

different forms since the early teens. He
publik trote att en rad oy genrens klsasiskn romoners handlar . . .
R M R T e e - & 'L published fanzine (small stencilled
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And talking about fanzmes and sf writers doing music, Borje Crona December 6, 1980, wrote about
my newszine, founded as Vheckans Avfentyr in 1978 (“The Wheek's Adfentures” referring to the
alternate title of JVM) which through some transformations still runs, but now as as Twitter
newstweets as @SFJournalen. The headline was “They Want to Reach Ever damn soul”. Excerpt:



“The publication is a 'fanzine’, ie a mimeographed magazine for friends of science fiction. A true sf
fan isn't content with reading about space travel. Preferably he or she should publish or at least
contribute to a fanzine. The first fanzine published in the US 50 years ago have had followers in
practically the whole world. In Sweden published 150 fanzines with a total of 550 issues and 4200
stencilled pages. In this rich flora Vheckans Avfentyr is somewhat of an old hand. The first issue
came in December 1978, and now it has reached No 74.”

O Veckopressen &r i lcrls. sBgs
det. Sjunkande upplagor, nedlag-
dablad, jiimmer och elinde.

Branschen kanske borde ta en
pratstund med och
Ahrvid Engholm, utgivarna v
Vheckans Avfentyr, som det se-
naste halviret varit de mest
framgfngsrika i hela den svens-
ka pressen.

Upplagan har stigit med 50
procent, alltsd frin 100 till 150
exemplar!

Deras publikation ir ett "[anzi-
ne", dvs en stencilerad tidskrift
fdr viinner av sciencefiction.

En iikin sf-fan nijer sig ndmli-
gen inte med att ldsa om' rymd-
fiirder, Helst ska han eller hon
ocks utge eller tminstone med-
verka | ett fanzine.

Det [orsta fanzinet, som publi-
ceradesi USA for 50 Ar sedan, har
fatt efterftljare | praktiskt taget
hela virlden.

Enbart i Sverige kom {orra &ret
ca 150 fanziner med sammanlagt
dver 500 nummer och 4 200 sten-
cilerade sidar.

1 den rika floran & Vheckans

storsta upplagedkningen i suvensk press.

| De vill nd varenda fan

Avfentyr nigot av en veteran.
Det firsta exemplaret skrevs i
december 1678, och nu &r man
{ramme vid nummer 74,

— Qch vi tanker i warje fall
fortsiitta till nummer 500, forkla-
rar
O Tidningen har tvA redaktionear,
en hemma hos ph Vana-
disviigen i Stockholm och ¢n hos
Ahrvid i VEllingby.

Varje redaktion har en kréng-
lande stencilapperat och én ur-
fldrig skrivmaskin, och dessul-
om har redaktirerna forstis var-
sin "heane”, den méssa med pro-
peller som &ir en fanatisk fans
kinnetecken.

— Jog gor tva pummer, och se-
dan gar twvé, berfittar Ahr-
vid. Nar det r min tur sthr jag for
nlla kostnader, och nlir ar
chefredaktor fiv det han som be-
talar papper, stenciler och poario.
0 Ett av skiilen till Vheckans Av-
fentyrs framglng torde vara att
men mutit in ett alldeles eget
omride. Andra fanziner innehil-
ler noveller och litternturkritilk,
medan VA frimst fir ett nyhets-
organ.

Bland notiserna om vem som
var pd kanelen, niéir och hur man
stjil hamburgare var, finns heit
stoffl om =trider mellan dversit-
tare och bokforlag; interna fejdear
i Klubbar eller mellan olika fan-
ErUPper.

Kinskampen phglr &ven inom
fan-rirelsen, och den refereras
och frvilcras av de bado rednk-
tirerna, som dessutom har diver-
se sf-kiindisar som késirer aller
intervjunffer,

som &r 19 &r, blev klar
med gymnasiet’ | vAras och tin-
lear nu jobba ett &r innan han
fortsitter studierna,
21-Arige Ahrvid pluggar data-
behandling. Men dot viktigaste i
deras tillvaro dr Gtan tvekan Hd-
ningen, Trots den untka wuppla-

(getilkningen kostar den pengar,

och framltr allt kostar den tid.

— Antalet sidor varierar mel-
lan 2 och 18, men genomsnittet
ligger p& 10, siger . U=
skriften tar en deg, ooh sA pAr
yiterlgare en halv 4t till att sten-
cilern och posta.

Men s ska vijuocksf samla in
ayheter vid besok pa kongresser
oth klubbar ooh genom brevviix-
ling.
O N, hur ser ekonomin ut?

Dir skiljer sig dess virre inte
VA frin andra veckotidningar —
varie nummer ghr med en liten
men dock {Griust, och pAett frrior
det sig sannolikl om tusenlappar.

Ahrvid redovisar siffrorna.

— Vi ‘har 50 préenumeranter

{tv) och Ahrus.d E‘nghn:m redigerar och publzcemr Vhecleans Avfentyr — ndﬂtngen med demn

som  betnlar 1350 per pummer.
Hesten av upplagan siiljs som
losnummer, delas ut gratis ¢l
medarbetare eller anvinds | by-
teshandeln med andra funziner.

Enbart papper och stenciler till
varje nummer kostar B0 bagis,
och en fnnu stérre utgiftspost dr
portol. Ett faktum Sv-att vi aldrig
ghitt igenom budgeten ordentligt.
Giorde vi dot, skulle vi antagligen
inleviign fortsitea,

AndA Er de biida chefredak-
torerna fyllda av (Grirostan infor
framtiden.

— 1 Sverige finns: minst 1000
fans; som inte nojer sig med att
lasa bicker, utan ccksh bestker
kongresser och ir med i klubbar.
Fler ach fler av dem bérjar upp=
thcka oss, s8 vi dr ganska sikra
ph atl Vieckans Avientyr iiven i
framtiden blir' den (lidning som
pkar most,

O Horde ni det i tidningshusen
vid Torsgatan och Sveaplan? Nu
Arnfvarnade:

CRONA




It's me in the beanie, cranking the mimeo. There was a co-editor of the first incarnation of the
newszine VA/Fanytt/SFJ, who seven years later became infamous for together with cohorts faking a
lot of votes in he then fan fund SEFF, in a big embezzlement of over €500. But not to shift focus in
this historical newspaper clips odyssey I've blurred his face and name. Everyone in Swedish fandom
knows about all this, though.

There's much more in store in this deep dive into what newspapers have written about skiffy and our
dear old fandom, but I'll come back to that in next issue.

WEARD PReM THE MERS

***O R***
CORONA COMMENTS &
CONTEMPLATIONS

“The Swedes are nuts!” many news headlines claims. “No, they are cunning bastards and know how
to fight Corona...” others reply. All this comes from that, while half the world is in Total Lockdown, the
measures against the Corona virus has been reasonably mild on the eastern part of the
Scandinavian peninsula.

| have been following all the news about the pandemic as much as | can. | have daily been reading
Swedish and foreign newspapers and articles through https://news.google.com/, often followed the
many press conferences and news programs through Youtube, eg those from the Swedish Public
Health Agency, the British government, governor Andrew Cuomo in New York (but rarely Donald
Trump's briefings, which tends to be thin in facts, but thick with Big Words... ). Here I'll collect bits
and pieces and thoughts and speculations, not giving sources due to the simple fact that | didn't note
such down from the start and chasing for them afterwards would be slow and awkward. But things
tend to be uncertain and change fast in these strange times, so it shouldn't matter. Here we go....

Swedish Corona Measures

This is what has happened here in Sweden:

e The government strongly recommends social distancing, frequent washing of hands, to work from
home if you can, skipping non-essential travel, and you must stay at home if you feel the least bit ill
(sick benefits have expanded for this purpose). There are posters about all this everywhere, full-page
ads in the newspapers, popup reminders when you go to your favourite sites, TV spots and shows,
and so on. Very strong recommendations, it is all voluntary.

e To protect the elderly is especially stressed, so visits to care homes from outsiders,even family,
are banned. Unfortunately, it hasn't worked well. More than half the fatalities are from care homes! It
probably comes from the personnel who have been unaware of so called asymptomatic infections,
that you can infect others without having symptoms. (They handle this in a stricter way now, so
hopefully it drops.)


https://news.google.com/

e Gatherings of more than 50 people are banned. The 50-people ban has in practice lead to
virtually all events being cancelled, or being moved on-line. On my writing E-mail list SKRIVA | have a
regular events calendar and | tend to keep good track of things happening in skiffy but also literature
and culture in general, and practically all events have for the time being been cancelled, or moved
on-line, no matter if they are below 50 people in size. Many would be hesitant to attend any event
anyway, due to our unwelcome Corona visitor.

e Preschools and primary schools are open (kids up to age 16). High schools and universities are
on distance teaching. It seems kids and youngsters are less easily infected and less spreaders.
Though it has happened young people have become very ill, even died, it is very rare.

e Shops, restaurants, businesses in general are open. But it's not a “normal” situation. They lose a
lot of customers, of course, because many stay home. All shops I've been to have markings on the
floor for the checkout lines 1.5 or 2 metres apart and most have put up plastic panels in front of the
cashiers. Authorities actually go around to check that places adjust themselves to social distancing,
and some restaurants have been forced to closed. It's not voluntary for establishments to promote
social distancing, they are bound by law to follow government instructions here.

e The borders are closed for non-EU residents, except for certain essential travellers, like
diplomats, important experts, needed workers with work permits and so on. Farmers complain that
needed foregin seasonal workers may be stopped (officials answer they should apply for a prior work
permit, and then they may come - let's see how that works out). Under any circumstances, travelling
is small.

e Alot of virus testing is going on. It has unfortunately had a slow start, due to lack of certain
expendables needed - the whole world raced to get them at the same time! But it will shortly be
beefed up to 100 000 tests/week. | read for instance that a company running a lab in Uppsala have
converted their entire capacity to testing and will be able to do 70 000 test/week when running at full
speed. Those testing positive are required to self-isolate at home. The Royal Institute of Technology
in Stockholm has according to another piece | read deveolped an amazing anti-body test with near
100% accuracy and Sahlgrenska hospital in Gothenburg is installing what they call a “conveyer belt”
anti-body test capacity for 15 000 test/day. Let's see when all this becomes available. This strong
testing capacity will be needed. The UK aims for 100 000 test/day, while Sweden hopes for 100 000
test/week but percapita the levels will be about the same.. : -
Translated to US conditions, Sweden aims for the equivalent of 3 =8
million test/week...

e The government has presented rescue packages for the
economy, worth billions upon billions. | won't go into details about|
that, because economy is not at the core of my competence. His |
Majesty's Most Loyal Opposition at this time tend not to seek
quarrel about the governments policies. That's wise.

e The national health system has quadrupled its Intensive Care £ :
Units (from ca 550 to over 2000). The Army has set up two field 1€re’s been demonstrations like this in

, . . several US states against too harsh
hospitals, which however have had very little use. The curve had ;.1 iowns.
been flattened enough for the regular hospitals to cope. It is even
said that at the point in early April when infections and hospital admissions grew fastest, the ICUs
had a 20% spare capacity. But it hasn't been a waste of efforts. One would expect the Army's field
hospitals to have exercises about setting up their stuff, and it must be a brilliant exercise to do it
under somewhat real conditions! It should be very valuable training.

e The Public Health Agency, lead by state epidemiologist Anders Tegnell - who has had a rocket-
rise to stardom - hold daily press conferences about the situation. In other countries it's the
government informing the citizens, here expert agency. The government will have press conferences
anytime important additions to the virus policies are announced. Both king Carl XVI Gustaf and Prime




Minister (a prime can't be divisive...) Stefan Lofven have both held very solemn TV speeches about
the severity of the situation. But there's no lockdown. No house arrest, en masse.

Result about Average
It has been claimed that these measures relying much on people to take take personal responsibility
are possible only because Swedes trust the government and each other, and Swedish people are
BTW already from the start a bit distant and reserved...
The result?

Sweden is doing better than “downstate Europe” but
worse than our Nordic neighbours. And we're doing
B much, much better than eg New York City. With
j comparable population, NYC has about 10 times the
Bh g infections and deaths. We're doing better than ltaly,
Spain, France, the UK, Belgium and several others - but
worse than Norway, Denmark and Finland. I'll come to
o that. Overall, we are somewhere middle in the field, but -
# Nota Bene! - without a lockdown!
Let's remember what the British Prime Minister
£ Benjamin Disraeli once observed: There are lies, damn’
~ b A3 lies, and statistics. You can't really study virus tables and

From a Stockholm'par fecenty. Don't worry ~ compare the
about people sitting in groups. That's families or columns,
workmates who if so probably already have

infected each other. Otherwise groups keep b.ecause the
distances. (Anyway catching the bug outdoors figures means
is very, very unlikely!) different and are

collected differently for each country.

At the moment | write this Sweden has ca 20 000 registered
infections and ca 2400 fatalities. The number of registered
infections is BTW the most meaningless figure of them all. It's
just a measurement of how much you have spread testing -
the more you test, the more infections you'll find. The Swedish
fatality rate translates to ca 240 deaths/million
inhabitants...but then we have to remember:

The Swedish figures are All Inclusive! They are taken directl
from the national population registry, which has everything in
immaculate detail, including deaths in care homes and private § ]
homes. In eg Norway, the figures misses that. In fact, the
Norwegian system is that the doctor must phone up their
statistics agency and report each death, if he remembers in _
the middle of all tension. In the end all corona deaths may be Some celebrities and half-celebs have
sorted out there too, but Norwegian deaths statistics should ~ died, but usually it won't be known if it
be boosted by at least 50% from private homes and care was Corona. The biggest name knqwn
homes, | guess. | suspect our two other Nordic neighbours being C-dead S the popular TV/radio

P9 . i host Adam Alsing, who was only 51.
have gaps in their reporting too.

We also have the problem of how to define a Corona death. The formal death may be pneumonia,
heart or kidney failure or a stroke - but it was Corona that made it happen. Some countries will only
register it as a Corona death if the patient died in a hospital and prior to it was tested and diagnosed
with the virus. Swedish doctors will register it as a corona death both after a test or if they conclude it
was this virus from the symptoms, even if it was only a contributing factor. This makes a difference.




Ehe New ork Eimes
Tracking the True Toll of the Coronavirus Outbreak

By Jin Wu, Allison McCann, Josh Katz and Elian Pelfier Updated April 30, 2020, 2:20 PM.ET.

No Statistics Standards,
" But Population Data
Show
e N B N B g | B i | _ There is no international
B mee e b mw neesonus weews  Standard for how to
define, report and register
- things in this area so it is
. very, very tricky to make
~ comparisons out of those

-J;ikarta.lndonesia N ;elg'mm -I;t.anhul. Turkey N :S-weden - -S;vitzerland Norway - .D-.enmark h ImpreSSIVe |00k|ng tables
you see. But there is one
Atleast 46,000 more people have died during the coronavirus area which is qu ite

pandemic than the official Covid-19 death counts report, a review of . .
: : . o o standardised, the simple
mortality data in 14 countries shows — providing a clearer, if still

incomplete, picture of the toll of the crisis. art of reg isteri ng the
number of deaths for

Over the last two months, far more people have died in most of

these countries than in previous years, The New York Times found. different pe riods.
Graphs of “excess deaths” due to Corona in selected countries. The surest method This opens a more direct
to study the virus effects, since other statistics reports standards vary hugely
between countrles From

and objective way to
measure Corona deaths.
deaths. html ' Just compare the number
of deaths for a given period this year, with the same period previous year. Those numbers tend to be
very similar year by year, and unless there are special factors (nature disaster, war, terrorist attacks,
epidemics) they differ very little. Over a longer period you of course have to adjust for population
growth or decline.
The New York times has made a investigation into this, where Sweden seems to be doing just as
well as most other countries, but much better that the UK, Italy, Spain, France, Belgium and New

Confirmed weekly deaths York C’ty- There are
W Deaths attributed to covid 1% 79 All other deaths e Expected dozths three “outliers”. (The
France Spain England and Wales

numbers you see in the

s 4 e A o ~ NYT curves are not
0000 e e Mo o & readings, but markings
z
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i
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5000 5000 of the scale, so eg
’ n o Rb M toe Mz - pn Feb Mer Az Mz ’ En Rb M tr Mz “2000” means “2000
Metherlands Mew Yaork City Lombardy Starts here”) Germany
6000 has a very flat curve,
e A R g AW = anditis said it's
TR g O - ; :  because they have the
L N sy 20 B """""" . j ~ most extensive testing
B0 Feb M b M B Fen M far Mz B Fn o M b " and tracking program in
Belgium Sweden Iztanbul

Europe. And flatness,

2000 . ) 2D A _ 2000 A even decline, also goes

........................... for Norway and

200 {, Lot i 1000
Denmark. My
! En Fen M g M : B feb M har Me ? En Rb M e Me IntepretatPn IS. t.h a t th.ey
Another presentation of excess deaths due to Corona, this time from The had very little initial virus

Economist. From https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/04/16/tracking- ~ spreading as they went
covid-19-excess-deaths-across-countries into lookdown. and


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/21/world/coronavirus-missing-deaths.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/21/world/coronavirus-missing-deaths.html

those actions have of course continued to keep the curves flat. Sweden wasn't as lucky and had a
certain epidemic going on when measures began. It's unwise to compare with countries which had
different initial conditions.

| also add a similar presentation from The Economist, where the Swedish “extra deaths” seems
rather modest compared to others.

But What Happens After Lockdowns?

The “big losers” this far (ltaly, the UK etc) had unfortunately a major epidemic going on when they
began a lockdown, and that's why they have been so heavily hit despite harsh measures. These
countries are much bigger travel destinations than for instance Sweden, so they got much more
infected visitors to begin with. In their cases a lockdown may have been wise since they had so bad
initial conditions. But for getting out of it | think they should look a little on what Sweden did.

Lockdowns can't go on forever, so all countries will have to consider what to do to get out of it. It is
possible we'll see death rates rise again, even a major second wave, in Norway, Denmark and
Finland. They have to hope for extensive testing and tracing and maybe new, effective medicines.

But the milder Swedish measured are balanced so that they, according to Anders Tegnell of the
Public Health Agency, “can go on for months, even years”. And at the same time the Swedish
population is moving towards herd immunity, which is unlikely after a hard lockdown. Swedish Corona
deaths now hover around 50/day, last weekend they were in fact only...16+10! It may be an effect of
lagging reports, but as you can see from the curve for Sweden the peak has passed. Deaths here will
go down with increasing herd immunity, and our Nordic neighbours may begin to pass our figures.

The final tally will only come when this blasted
Corona situation is over. And it will take years ans
years to finally analyse the pandemic.

measures achieves about 85% of the effects of

strict lockdowns. The remaining 15% lets the

epidemic slowly and in a controlled way leak out in

society to get herd immunity, as a side effect. This

means that our Nordic lockdown neighbours

because of their actions are in a much earlier .

phase of the epidemic. While flattening the curve M : A% _

they also shuffle it ahead. Voluntegrs"he/p Ol.ll't.maklng PPE aprons in a
makeshift "factory” in southern Stockholm.

There are just two ways to beat the virus: a

vaccine, which is 12-18 months away, or herd immunity. You can't eradicate it (even if New Zeeland

claims she has - we'll have to see) and a vaccine is far away. Those applauding themselves for low

death figures, will either have to continue with a lockdown for 18 months until we see a vaccine, or be

prepared to see figures rise when they ease restrictions.

Herd Immunity
Stockholm is said to be at or near herd immunity now. “Herd immunity” happens when 50-70% of a
population has had the disease and are immune. It's not total immunity but the situation when so
many are immune that the virus

“Syyadlen 66 dhad, Hive herl, Ghay soy) g Suddenly find it much more difficult to

AL o T @ e e 9 a3 B e . spread - some will still get the bug, but it
Gy Deral, Sursilsn’s suiisr jﬂ]@ VErYL VErY Wli)II be much fewer. Ancsj; we'll still?]eed to

:’jﬂ'ﬂﬂyo Ui's m Wy wf ﬂwjﬂ@ L protect the elderly, because they have
=<1 W 3 DR s intentionally as much as possible been

keept away from getting herd immunity.



That's a major challenge. Our Public Health
Agency and Dr Tegnell say, however, that we're
not in this for a sprint, but a marathon.

| wonder how people who have been under
house arrest will react if it begins to lift... Maybe
& 74 they'll all run to the pub and kiss everybody! It's

‘'8 easy to implement a Total Lockdown, but much
more difficult to lift it. It's also a question of other
health aspects, coming from a crashing
economy: unemployment, mental problems from
being locked up, suicides.
k5 Swedish unemployment have gone up with
Sweden's State Epidemiologist Anders Tegnell has roughly 100 000, which proportionally would be
risen to stardom, and have even become a tattoo... equal to 3 million for the US of A — but there 30
million have registered as unemployed! That's

10xSweden..

We also have other illnesses, which may not have had sufficient treatment because of concentrated
efforts towards Corona. It's easier to do it right from the beginning.

It has been questioned if you can count immunity after recovering from an infection. Most experts
say that you can - the only uncertainty being how long it lasts. There had been studies from South
Korea implying “reinfections”, but the latest news is that they are retracted. It was a mistake from
“false positive” tests. It was dead virus particles remaining after infection that caused test to indicate
the patients were still infected or “reinfected”. We'll soon have about half a year's data on immunity
and this far it seems immunity lasts.

Medicines

What hopes are there for vaccines and medicines? There are a reported 700 vaccine projects going
on right now, and among the leaders in the field is eg a project by Oxford University | cooperation
with the British-Swedish company Astra-Zeneca. They have just begun their first clinical tests, but
results will take months. You have to wait that long to see a) if the vaccine works, b) if effects last, c)
if there are any unwanted side-effects. It is said that if everything goes straight on track 6 which is
unlikely in vaccine development - they could have a vaccine in September. But then it will take
months to begin production, setting up distribution etc. Most experts say a vaccine is available next
spring, at the earliest.

Meanwhile, we could hope for medicines and treatments to make infections milder. Here are some
suggestions...

e Chloroquine has been suggested and promoted by both Donald Trump and a French witch
doctor, but clinical tests haven't been very positive. The drug may even be dangerous!

e Remdesivir is a failed medicine for the Ebola virus, and here some limited test have shown
promise. It is now permitted for “emergency use” in some countries, incl Sweden.

e Another promising method has been to take blood plasma from patients who have had the
Corona, and inject it (given the right blood groups and other factors) since it will contain antibodies
against the Corona virus. It has shown promise. Maybe all who had the disease will have to donate
blood!

e German scientists have noted that the Corona virus initially multiplies very fast in the upper nasal
region,and are developing a nose spray to fight the virus early in an infection.

e Noting than men are about twice as likely to become seriously ill and die compared with women, it
has been suggested to inject patients with the female sex hormone oestrogen. Tests are going on
with that now. (Limited doses, not enough to make guys suddenly feel the urge to wear high heels



and book time with the hairdresser.)

e Since pneumonia is a disease often caused by Corona, it's been suggested vaccination against
the most common pneumonia bacteria would be a good preventive measure.

e [earning and improving the dynamics of ventilators has shown to be very important. What should
the pressure be, and the frequency? Oxygen content? How to vary the factor? Swedish doctors have
been exchanging experiences with international collegues about optimal ventilator us. At the
Karolinska hospital they've reached 80% survival for ventilator patients, better than the typical 50%.

e There are indications that having had a shot for the latest ordinary seasonal flu may make Corona
milder, since it is related to those flus.

e A strange observation is that smokers tend to be less affected. There are investigations going on
if nicotine could hamper the virus. This substance is often used as a pesticide in argriculture, after all.
The Swedes here have a secret weapon, the wet tobacco with salt and spices put under the lip and
called snus, which is very popular.

...and then we have US president Trump who seems, I'm sorry to say, disconnected from reality,
suggesting injecting disinfectants into the blood stream, something most likely to kill folks. Or
projecting UV light on people! It's true that UV Kkills viruses. That's why they often are less active in
the summer, when there's more sun. But it is stopped by the skin! The UV light is absorbed by certain
skin cells and causes a tan. It can't penetrate into the body. ' i o
The US president first ignored the Corona virus, said it
would go away “magically”. He was late with measures. He
seems not to understand the science and gives conflicting
messages. He has daily, babbling press conferences where
he claims everything is the “best ever” and “amazing”. Is
Donald J Trump for real?

One bothering thing is what will happen in the third world
with this virus. So far statistics implies it hasn't spread too
much there, but if it does and the dynamics is the same as e
with us...it may be a massacre! Speculations are, though, that the virus won't like tropical climate as
much (the Sun's UV light and other conditions) so we may hope for that. Many third world countries
also have a population structure dominated by young people, who don't get as easily infected. That's
also something to hope for. Otherwise, we in the “North” will have to pack up all our surplus
ventilators and send already overworked medics south.

China is a strange case. Their official pandemic statistics (on eg
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries ) show a surprisingly mild epidemic. For my
part | find that highly suspicious. They have the largest population in the world, the virus came from
there first, before they took any action they had the Chinese New Year causing hundreds of millions
to travel. Not matter how “effective” (ie oppressive) their communist dictatorship is, the disease
figures they present stands out as impossible. Most likely the Chinese have a major, ongoing
epidemic which they try hide. | saw a report from an Asian news outlet which found a way to expose
the Chinese cover up: they contacted the firms in Wuhan delivering the cremation urns used in
Chinese burials. These firms had delivered 30 to 50 times more urns than needed for the official
death figures. After their report, it suddenly became impossible to contact the urn makers again...
The Chinese regime is lying through their teeth.

What Will the Future Be?

In many countries, things will start to calm down in the autumn, because herd immunity will arrive
whether you like i9t or not. Next spring there may be a vaccine and it will become even calmer. But
economies haven meanwhile dropped to 1930's Great Depression figures... Sweden counts on ca
10% unemployment and 6-7% GDP drop. Private consumption has during this crisis dropped by


https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/#countries

30%. People don't go out shopping and drinking as much (but in eg Noreway and Finland, private
ocnsumption has dropped ca 70%, and it's similar in some US states).

We wont be unaffected, because we're so dependent on exports - who who will buy stuff, with the
economy in shambles? It take the best case a couple of years for the economy to bounce back to
something resembling normal, | think. Politicians today know more about economics theory than in
the 1930s, and we have experience from the 2008 recession.

What we call globalisation will unfortunately take a pause. Travel and tourism will take time to
resume. | suspect that Swedes this year will be forced to domestic vacations, which may compensate
a little for foreign visitors being away. Airlines will be in major troubles. To meet through the net,
virtual reality and video conferencing has already gotten a boost. | think “traditional” politicians and
parties will gain, because they stand for something well-known which you can trust in uncertain times.
In Sweden, the Social Democrats have gained heavily from the crisis. In the US | guess Trump will
get the boot in next election. He's too non-traditional, to say the least! People will be more cautious
with things.

| wonder what happens with the trillions of Crowns, Dollars and Pounds governments have let lose?
As noted earlier, governments can through their national banks create any amount of money - but
what happens then? Budget deficits and public debt will skyrocket and taxes probably go up, but will
there be much inflation, it's taxes and inflation that hit ordinary people the hardest (except of course
being fired and unemployed).

Science fiction will suddenly become more popular, I'm sure! We have been writing and reading
about global disasters for ages, after all. We'll see many new fictional disaster stories. Sf cons can
hopefully resume, say, this autumn. But to be on the safe side Swecon 2020 re-scheduled for
October, have also booked a spare date in March 2021. So the 2020 con may come come in 2021...
They have invented fandom's Time Machine!

But we'll have to see what happens. It ain't over until the Fat Lady rises from the ventilator!

Give me your thoughts on this blasted Corona bug, and may Roscoe kick this little bug in the behind
until it goes away!

Mailing Comments Ventilated Later
The Mailing Comments began to cough and developed high fever, so they were rushed to intensive
care... No, seriously, because of time-constraints | have to push the curve of Mailing Comments to
next issue (which hopefully this will get MCs for two mailings). I've been very stressed doing this
issue. First | have had to prepare for the 2020 Fantastic Short Story Competition - now having it's
20th anniversary! - but most of all have been spending countless hours and days digging into the
temporarily open newspaper archive of the Royal Library. Those efforts of that have taken up a lot of
time, and some of the efforts of that are in this issue. The archive was originally to be open only
through April so | took upon me to do as much research as possible before month's end. (Later came
the news it would be open in May too, but it had put a pressure on available time anyway.)

To this comes that the issue has been extremely complicated to edit It's always like that when
mixing a lot of pictures with text, but to this comes extra picture editing (trying to make the texts in the
pictures somewhat readable, for those who know Swedish at least) and some fast translations. Still |
have only been able to present a tiny fraction of my history findings. More in next issue. Beware!

To promote EAPA (please join - new members wanted!) I'll mail this issue around a little, also
because | hope that the sf and fandom historical material here might be of interest. I'll of course
especially target some Swedish and Scandinavian fans, who can actually read the text in the
newspaper clips. As for English translations and summaries, it's only possible - in most cases - to
present little snippets. However, if something seems oft particular interest, send me a note and /'l
make a more comprehensive summary or translation of that! Please also tell me if you know anyone
you think may be especially interested in what this Intermission has to present and I'll mail a copy.
Any comments to this issue are of course welcome. | won't run a LoCol, but | may indirectly address



interesting points made. And those responding will get next issue, though the best way to get your
Intermissions is to be in EAPA..., --Ahrvid



